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Sebagai salah satu gabungan pertubuhan kummuniti
Cina yang terunggul di Pulau Pinang, Dewan Perhimpunan
Cina Pulau Pinang memainkan peranan sewajarnya dalam
masyarakat Cina. Justeru itu adalah penting bahawa Dewan
Perhimpunan Cina Pulau Pinang mengelakkan diri dalam
kancah kepartian politik. Memang patutlah untuk
mengambil minat dalam isu politik tetapi saya percaya
suatu pertubuhan bebas yang tidak ada kepentingan
tertentu boleh memenangi sokongan luas masyarakat Cina.

Kerajaan Negeri Pakatan Harapan menikmati lebihan
belanjawan setiap tahun yang kini terkumpul sebanyak
RM503 juta dalam tempoh 7 tahun pemerintahan (2008-
2014) berbanding dengan lebihan RM373 juta sepanjang 50
tahun (1957-2007) di bawah Kerajaan Negeri terdahulu.
Jelas sekali 7 tahun Kerajaan Negeri Pakatan Harapan
memerintah Pulau Pinang lebih berkesan daripada 50
tahun sebelum ini. Kerajaan Negeri Pakatan Harapan
berjaya mengurangkan hutang Kerajaan Negeri sebanyak
90% sedangkan kebanyakan negara mengalami beban
hutang Kerajaan yang meningkat 100% termasuk Kerajaan
Persekutuan Malaysia.

Kerajaan negeri Pulau Pinang memastikan bahawa
masalah sosial warga mas dan kemiskinan memerlukan
perhatian dengan memulakan inisiatif baru pemberian
RM100 setiap tahun kepada semua warga emas yang lebih
60 tahun. Sejak 2008, kerajaan negeri telah
membelanjakan RM287 juta untuk program sosial dan
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pemberian wang. Untuk 2015 sebanyak RM117 juta
diperuntukkan untuk kebajikan sosial ini.

Kerajaan negeri mampu membelanjakan wang
sebesar ini untuk menjadikan Pulau Pinang negeri
berkebajikan kerana mengamalkan urustadbir CAT (Cekap,
Akauntable dan Telus) yang membolehkan belanjawan
lebihan dicatat setiap tahun sejak 2008. Ini merupakan
satu langkah demi meningkat penghormatan kepada warga
tua serta usaha dalam memelihara warisan dan kebudayaan
yang patut disanjungi. Kerajaan yang mana rakyat
diutamakan tidak akan melupakan rasa sakit dan
penderitaan mereka.

Kerajaan negeri telah buktikan bahawa belanjawan
lebihan boleh dicapai tanpa mengenakan GST. Kami yakin
Pulau Pinang boleh menjadi negeri berkebajikan yang
progresif dan maju tanpa jadi bankrap. Marilah Kkita
menjauhi diri daripada fikiran politik sempit dan ekstrimis
sebaliknya menegakkan hasrat sebuah kerajaan bersih dan
anti-rasuah. Kita harus menegakkan prinsip
kesederhanaan dan menolak fahaman rasis dan extremis
oleh golongan jahat tertentu.

Akhirnya, saya ingin mengambil kesempatan ini
berharap Dewan Perhimpunan Cina Pulau Pinang terus
berkembang subur dan selamat menyambut tahun baru
kepada seluruh rakyat Pulau Pinang semoga-moga setiap
kaum mesra dan bersatu-padu, bersama-sama membina
masa depan yang lebih gemilang.
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The year 2015 is, without doubt, a challenging year
for the global community. In Malaysia for instance,
numerous racial and religious issues continued to taunt
us. Any attempt to create fear in a multi-racial, multi-
cultural and multi-religious society would definitely be
disturbing. We feel worried about the words and deeds of
extremists, because it will not only destroy the harmony
and unity among the people, it will also distort the social
values and endanger the social order. Traditionally,
"moderation " is our way of doing things; we uphold
traditional virtues, support moderation, resist extreme
words and deeds. Hence, facing the extremist groups,
Penang Chinese Town Hall felt obliged to initiate a
convention of our society members and issued a joint
statement to defend national harmony and unity, to resist
extremism and to support moderation.

In addition, Penang Chinese Town Hall since the
middle of 2014, have successively held five dialogues with
our society members. Our leadership held nonstop
dialogues in succession with the delegates of society
members from different groups around Province Wellesley
and Penang Island, and had received overwhelming
response. On 16 May 2015, after holding 5 dialogues with
leaders of various groups, we then decided to convene an
overall dialogue session with all the society members. At
the end of the day, the dialogue released a declaration with
historic significance - the [ Declaration of Penang Chinese
Associations 2015] - articulating common direction and
consensus of Penang Chinese Associations. The
Declaration mainly deals with five areas, namely political,
economic, cultural, educational and improvement in
thought, leading the Chinese community to embark on the
changes for the better and as the cornerstone of the
progressive visions of Penang Chinese community.

Malaysia economy faced a number of harsh
distresses. Global crude oil prices have been seeing a
downward trend, thus the country earnings were
adversely affected; and the exchange rate of the ringgit
continued to weaken and having a considerable impact on
the country’s economy. People have to cut costs to
surmount the problem of inflation. Over the years the
condescending phenomenon of the real estate also
appears in a slowdown trend, developers have struggled to
launch wide range of preferential programs in order to
perk up sales. Faced with a wide range of economic
pressures, the purchasing power of the people is lowered,

Dato’ Khor Teng How
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and the only choice for the people is to spend less. The
implementation of Goods and Services Tax (GST) on 1st
April 2015 might have increased the national revenue, but
then the crude oil prices continued to tumble; thus the
GST not only did not achieve the desired benefits, but
rather cause a miserable circumstance in which the
ordinary people while having to beat the problem of
inflation, but also have to pay GST as well. As far as the
economy is concern, 2015 is a grave year exhibiting
worsening livelihood of the ordinary people.

Budget 2016 was based on a projection of crude oil
prices at US$48 per barrel. However, economists infer that
the 2016 crude oil prices might be lower than the
government budget’s projection of US$48 per barrel,
hence the ideal situation as projected in the 2016 Budget
might not able to realize. While the national economy
outlook remains adverse and with the fiscal deficit gap
enlarges, hence it is not an easy task for the government to
carry on in expanding development expenditure. We hope
that all sectors should be resilient enough to face the
compounding challenges confronting us with the ensuing
economic slowdown.

Being the main body of the Penang Chinese
community, Penang Chinese Town Hall ought to show
solicitude for administrative policies and deviations of all
levels of governments. Our leadership is fully aware that
only through continuous communication with our society
members, we then only can reach consensus so as to be
able to express the voices of the Chinese community to the
governments at all levels.

In 2016-2017, Penang Chinese Town Hall will
continue through a series of interactive activities and
brainstorming with our society members, in order to
further strengthen the cohesion between Penang Chinese
associations, to enhance the implementation of Penang
Chinese community awareness campaign; and to work
together with Penang Chinese community to gradually
fulfill the visions laid down in the [Declaration of Penang
Chinese Associations]. We also promise to contribute an
important role in the building of a better future for Penang
and for the nation.

Finally, let us at the beginning of the year set our new
aspiration to work harder together to gear towards the goal
of prosperity and for a better tomorrow. Here, I with great
pleasure would like to wish every one of you always in the
pinkest of health and best of luck.
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